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John Gerard's 'Of the Historie of Plants', better known as 'Gerard's Herball' and first published in 1597, is one
of the most delightful of Elizabethan herbals. Its glorious prose, the folk-lore steeping its pages, and all its
quaint conceits about the "Vertues" of herbs, are known by reputation the world over. This is partly because
no book on flowers or trees can be written without quotations from his glowing pages, but mainly because
the work has won an unchallenged place of honour as the most delightful, fragrant, and refreshing of all old-
time herbals, as it is by far the most amusing. When reading Gerard we are wandering in the peace of an
Elizabethan garden, with a companion who has a story for every flower and is full of wise philosophies. He
inspires us with his own simple faith in the healing virtues of herbs: we must agree that 'sweet Marjoram is
good for those who are given to over-much sighing', that 'the smell of Basil is good for the heart, takes away
sorrowfulness and makes a man merry and glad', and that Borage 'brings alwaies courage'. Gerard was born
in Nantwich in 1545. The original edition is a huge book, with more than 1600 pages, so for this edition,
working from the enlarged and amended edition of 1636 by Thomas Johnson, Marcus Woodward has
extracted the essential essence of the book, preserving all that is most precious. No word has been altered,
though all that is tedious or gross has been omitted. The book contains descriptions of nearly 200 plants, with
details of their habitats, alternative names, and culinary and medical uses, and is illustrated with 114
woodcuts. Unlike other modern reprints of the 1927edition, this edition is reproduced full size in a sturdy
laminated boards binding.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Madden:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Gerard's Herball.

Woodrow Harker:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read will be Gerard's Herball.

Eric Beasley:

Beside that Gerard's Herball in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Gerard's Herball because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it
from currently!

Jesus Moreno:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book but in addition novel and Gerard's Herball or even others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Gerard's Herball to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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