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Human beings, like other organisms, are the products of evolution. Like other organisms, we exhibit traits
that are the product of natural selection. Our psychological capacities are evolved traits as much as are our
gait and posture. This much few would dispute. Evolutionary psychology goes further than this, claiming
that our psychological traits -- including a wide variety of traits, from mate preference and jealousy to
language and reason -- can be understood as specific adaptations to ancestral Pleistocene conditions. In
Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology, Robert Richardson takes a critical look at evolutionary
psychology by subjecting its ambitious and controversial claims to the same sorts of methodological and
evidential constraints that are broadly accepted within evolutionary biology.

The claims of evolutionary psychology may pass muster as psychology; but what are their evolutionary
credentials? Richardson considers three ways adaptive hypotheses can be evaluated, using examples from the
biological literature to illustrate what sorts of evidence and methodology would be necessary to establish
specific evolutionary and adaptive explanations of human psychological traits. He shows that existing
explanations within evolutionary psychology fall woefully short of accepted biological standards. The
theories offered by evolutionary psychologists may identify traits that are, or were, beneficial to humans. But
gauged by biological standards, there is inadequate evidence: evolutionary psychologists are largely silent on
the evolutionary evidence relevant to assessing their claims, including such matters as variation in ancestral
populations, heritability, and the advantage offered to our ancestors. As evolutionary claims they are
unsubstantiated. Evolutionary psychology, Richardson concludes, may offer a program of research, but it
lacks the kind of evidence that is generally expected within evolutionary biology. It is speculation rather than
sound science -- and we should treat its claims with skepticism.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

This Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology
and Psychology) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason
why of this Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in
Biology and Psychology) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind:
Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Mike Hendrix:

Exactly why? Because this Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind:
Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have
got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Christina Epp:

The book untitled Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues
in Biology and Psychology) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Anna Williams:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see



colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind:
Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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