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Was the United States founded as a Christian nation or a secular democracy? Neither, argues Philip Gorski in
American Covenant. What the founders actually envisioned was a prophetic republic that would weave
together the ethical vision of the Hebrew prophets and the Western political heritage of civic republicanism.
In this ambitious book, Gorski shows why this civil religious tradition is now in peril—and with it the
American experiment.

Gorski traces the historical development of prophetic republicanism from the Puritan era to the present day.
He provides close readings of thinkers such as John Winthrop, Thomas Jefferson, Frederick Douglass,
W.E.B. Du Bois, and Hannah Arendt, along with insightful portraits of recent and contemporary religious
and political leaders such as Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, Ronald Reagan, George W. Bush, and Barack
Obama. Gorski shows how the founders' original vision for America is threatened by an internecine struggle
between two rival traditions, religious nationalism and radical secularism. Religious nationalism is a form of
militaristic hyperpatriotism that imagines the United States as a divine instrument in the final showdown
between good and evil. Radical secularists fervently deny the positive contributions of the Judeo-Christian
tradition to the American project and seek to remove all traces of religious expression from the public
square. Gorski offers an unsparing critique of both, demonstrating how half a century of culture war has
drowned out the quieter voices of the vital center.

American Covenant makes the compelling case that if we are to rebuild that vital center, we must recover the
civil religious tradition on which the republic was founded.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Cox:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book American Covenant: A History of Civil
Religion from the Puritans to the Present will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suited book with you?

Linda Pinkerton:

The book American Covenant: A History of Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book American Covenant: A History of Civil Religion from the Puritans to the
Present? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book American Covenant: A
History of Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

George Pinard:

This American Covenant: A History of Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will
be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This specific American Covenant: A History of Civil Religion from the
Puritans to the Present without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry American Covenant: A History of Civil Religion from the Puritans
to the Present can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This American Covenant: A History of
Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Hector Medlin:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have



the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like American Covenant: A History of
Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.
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