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Charles A. Bear’s An Economic Interpretation of the United States Constitution was a work of such powerful
persuasiveness as to alter the course of American historiography. No historian who followed in studying the
making of the Constitution was entirely free from Beard’s radical interpretation of the document as serving
the economic interests of the Framers as members of the propertied class. Forrest McDonald’s We the People
was the first major challenge to Beard’s thesis. This superbly researched and documented volume restored
the Constitution as the work of principled and prudential men. It did much to invalidate the crude economic
determinism that had become endemic in the writing of American history.

We the People fills in the details that Beard had overlooked in his fragmentary book. MacDonald’s work is
based on an exhaustive comparative examination of the economic biographies of the 55 members of the
Constitutional Convention and the 1,750 members of the state ratifying conventions. His conclusion is that
on the basis of evidence, Beard’s economic interpretation does not hold. McDonald demonstrates
conclusively that the interplay of conditioning or determining factors at work in the making of the
Constitution was extremely complex and cannot be rendered intelligible in terms of any single system of
interpretation.

McDonald’s classic work, while never denying economic motivation as a factor, also demonstrates how the
rich cultural and political mosaic of the colonies was an independent and dominant factor in the decision
making that led to the first new nation. In its pluralistic approach to economic factors and analytic richness,
We the People is both a major work of American history and a significant document in the history of ideas. It
continues to be an essential volume for historians, political scientists, economists, and American studies
specialists.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer involving We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution content conveys the
idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different as it. So , do you still thinking We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Robert Perkins:

This book untitled We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Richard Dutton:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That We the People: The Economic Origins of the
Constitution can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have We the People: The Economic
Origins of the Constitution.

Henry Woods:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution
to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and
study it. Beside that the publication We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution can to be your
brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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