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Thomas Jefferson was an avid book-collector, a voracious reader, and a gifted writer?a man who prided
himself on his knowledge of classical and modern languages and whose marginal annotationsinclude
guotations from Euripides, Herodotus, and Milton. And yet there has never been aliterary life of our most
literary president.

In The Road to Monticello, Kevin J. Hayes fills this important gap by offering alively account of Jefferson's
spiritual and intellectual development, focusing on the books and ideas that exerted the most profound
influence on him. Moving chronologically through Jefferson’s life, Hayes reveals the full range and depth of
Jefferson's literary passions, from the popular "small books" sold by traveling chapmen, such as The History
of Tom Thumb, which enthralled him as a child; to hislifelong love of Aesop's Fables and Robinson Crusoe;
his engagement with Horace, Ovid, Virgil and other writers of classical antiquity; and his deep affinity with
the melancholy verse of Ossian, the legendary third-century Gaelic warrior-poet.

Drawing on Jefferson's | etters, journals, and commonplace books, Hayes offers a wealth of new scholarship
on the print culture of colonial America, reveals an intimate portrait of Jefferson's activities beyond the
political chamber, and reconstructs the president's investigations in such different fields of knowledge as law,
history, philosophy and natural science.

Most importantly, Hayes uncovers the ideas and exchanges which informed the thinking of America's first
great intellectual and shows how his lifelong pursuit of knowledge culminated in the formation of apublic
offering, the "academic village" which became UV A, and his more private retreat at Monticello. Gracefully
written and painstakingly researched, The Road to Monticello provides an invaluable look at Jefferson's
intellectual and literary life, uncovering the roots of some of the most important?and influential ?ideas that
have informed American history.
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From reader reviews:
Shirley Joy:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Road to
Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas
Jeffersonis the main one of severa books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many peoplein
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so al of people can easily to recognise the
core of this e-book. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world with this book.

Anna Williams;

People livein this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not only arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is The
Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson.

Bradley Harshbarger:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of
Thomas Jefferson, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you till need to missit? What
kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Eleanor Abney:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson
why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually.
Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestionsto pick up this book.
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