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In sharp contrast to the “melting pot” reputation of the United States, the American South—with its history
of slavery, Jim Crow, and the civil rights movement—has been perceived in stark and simplistic
demographic terms. In Far East, Down South, editors Raymond A. Mohl, John E. Van Sant, and Chizuru
Saeki provide a collection of essential essays that restores and explores an overlooked part of the South’s
story—that of Asian immigration to the region.

 

These essays form a comprehensive overview of key episodes and issues in the history of Asian immigrants
to the South. During Reconstruction, southern entrepreneurs experimented with the replacement of slave
labor with Chinese workers. As in the West, Chinese laborers played a role in the development of railroads.
Japanese farmers also played a more widespread role than is usually believed. Filipino sailors recruited by
the US Navy in the early decades of the twentieth century often settled with their families in the vicinity of
naval ports such as Corpus Christi, Biloxi, and Pensacola. Internment camps brought Japanese Americans to
Arkansas. Marriages between American servicemen and Japanese, Korean, Filipina, Vietnamese, and
nationals in other theaters of war created many thousands of blended families in the South. In recent decades,
the South is the destination of internal immigration as Asian Americans spread out from immigrant enclaves
in West Coast and Northeast urban areas.

 

Taken together, the book’s essays document numerous fascinating themes: the historic presence of Asians in
the South dating back to the mid-nineteenth century; the sources of numerous waves of contemporary Asian
immigration to the South; and the steady spread of Asians out from the coastal port cities. Far East, Down
South adds a vital new dimension to popular understanding of southern history.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Far East, Down South: Asians in the
American South (Modern South) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with
you?

Steven Dillinger:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Far East, Down South: Asians in the
American South (Modern South) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Scott Bourquin:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of
them is this Far East, Down South: Asians in the American South (Modern South).

Charlsie Sprouse:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be Far East, Down South: Asians in the American South (Modern South) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.
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