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A startling exposé of the CIA's development and spread of psychological torture, from the Cold War to Abu
Ghraib and beyond
In this revelatory account of the CIA's secret, fifty-year effort to develop new forms of torture, historian
Alfred W. McCoy uncovers the deep, disturbing roots of recent scandals at Abu Ghraib and Guantánamo.
Far from aberrations, as the White House has claimed, A Question of Torture shows that these abuses are the
product of a long-standing covert program of interrogation.
Developed at the cost of billions of dollars, the CIA's method combined "sensory deprivation" and "self-
inflicted pain" to create a revolutionary psychological approach--the first innovation in torture in centuries.
The simple techniques--involving isolation, hooding, hours of standing, extremes of hot and cold, and
manipulation of time--constitute an all-out assault on the victim's senses, destroying the basis of personal
identity. McCoy follows the years of research--which, he reveals, compromised universities and the U.S.
Army--and the method's dissemination, from Vietnam through Iran to Central America. He traces how after
9/11 torture became Washington's weapon of choice in both the CIA's global prisons and in "torture-
friendly" countries to which detainees are dispatched. Finally McCoy argues that information extracted by
coercion is worthless, making a case for the legal approach favored by the FBI.
Scrupulously documented and grippingly told, A Question of Torture is a devastating indictment of
inhumane practices that have spread throughout the intelligence system, damaging American's laws, military,
and international standing.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Alaniz:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book A Question of Torture: CIA
Interrogation, from the Cold War to the War on Terror (American Empire Project) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Patricia Northcutt:

This A Question of Torture: CIA Interrogation, from the Cold War to the War on Terror (American Empire
Project) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This A Question of Torture: CIA Interrogation, from the
Cold War to the War on Terror (American Empire Project) without we understand teach the one who looking
at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Question of Torture: CIA
Interrogation, from the Cold War to the War on Terror (American Empire Project) can bring any time you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This A Question of Torture: CIA Interrogation, from the Cold War to the War on
Terror (American Empire Project) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

June Hargrove:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The A Question of Torture: CIA
Interrogation, from the Cold War to the War on Terror (American Empire Project) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Donna Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your



teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims A Question of Torture: CIA
Interrogation, from the Cold War to the War on Terror (American Empire Project).
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