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The swift and unexpected defeat of the French Army in 1940 shocked the nation. Two million soldiers were
taken prisoner, six million civilians fled from the German army’ s advance to join convoys of confused and
terrified refugees, and only afew managed to escape the country. The vast majority of French people were
condemned to years of subjugation under Nazi and Vichy rule. This compelling book investigates the impact
of the occupation on the people of France and dispels any lingering notion that somehow, under the
collaborating government of Marshal Pétain, life was quite tolerable for most French citizens.

Richard Vinen describes the inescapable fear and the moral quandaries that permeated life in German-
controlled France. Focusing on the experiences of the least privileged, he shows how chronic shortages,
desperate compromises, fear of displacement, racism, and sadistic violence defined their lives. Virtualy all
adult males festered in POW camps or were sent to work in the Reich. With numerous enthralling anecdotes
and avariety of maps and evocative photographs, The Unfree French makesiit possible for the first time to
understand how average people in France really lived from 1940 to 1945, why their experiences differed
from region to region and among various groups, and why they made the choices they did during the
occupation.
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From reader reviews:
Marvin Boyer:

This book untitled The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation to be one of several books that will best
seller in thisyear, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onto it.

Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it viaonline. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So thereis no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Dorothy Stanek:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read a book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading areserve. The book The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation it is
rather good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can
mQore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features
high quality.

Charlene Johnson:

People livein this new time of lifestyle dways try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely sure. Peopleis human not only arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative with spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation.

Amy Christensen:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at this point is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation why because
the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.
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