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Ernest Becker (1924-1974) was an astute observer of society and human behavior during America’s
turbulent 1960s and 1970s. Trained in social anthropology and driven by a transcending curiosity about
human motivations, Becker doggedly pursued his basic research question, "What makes people act the way
they do?" Dissatisfied with what he saw as narrowly fragmented methods in the contemporary social
sciences and impelled by a belief that humankind more than ever needed a disciplined, rational, and
empirically based understanding of itself, Becker slowly created a powerful interdisciplinary vision of the
human sciences, one in which each discipline is rooted in a basic truth concerning the human condition. That
truth became an integral part of Becker's emerging social science. Almost inadvertently, he outlined a
perspective on human motivations that is perhaps the most broadly interdisciplinary to date. His perspective
traverses not only the biological, psychological, and social sciences but also the humanities and educational,
political, and religious studies.

Ernest Becker is best known for the books written in the last few years before his death from cancer,
including the highly praised Pulitzer Prize-winning volume The Denial of Death (1974) and Escape from
Evil (1975). These late works, however, were built on a distinguished body of earlier books, essays, and
reviews. The power and strength of Becker’s ideas are fully present in his early works, which underlie his
later contributions and give direction for interpreting the development of his ideas.

Although Ernest Becker's life and career were cut short, his major writings have remained continually in
print and have captured the interest of subsequent generations of readers. The Ernest Becker Reader makes
available for the first time in one volume much of Becker’s early work and thus places his later work in
proper context. It is a major contribution to the ongoing interest in Becker's ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Cao:

The event that you get from The Ernest Becker Reader may be the more deep you excavating the information
that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to comprehend but The Ernest Becker Reader giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So
it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of The Ernest Becker Reader instantly.

Homer Anderson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Ernest Becker Reader, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

John Oliver:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Ernest Becker Reader can be fine book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Dorothy Penland:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This The Ernest Becker Reader can give you a lot of close friends
because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Ernest Becker Reader.
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