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Today it is widely recognized that gay men played a prominent role in defining the culture of mid-twentieth-
century America, with such icons as Tennessee Williams, Edward Albee, Aaron Copland, Samuel Barber,
Montgomery Clift, and Rock Hudson defining much of what seemed distinctly "American" on the stage and
screen. Even though few gay artists were "out," their sexuality caused significant anxiety during a time of
rampant antihomosexual attitudes. Michael Sherry offers a sophisticated analysis of the tension between the
nation's simultaneous dependence on and fear of the cultural influence of gay artists.

Sherry places conspiracy theories about the "homintern" (homosexual international) taking control and
debasing American culture within the paranoia of the time that included anticommunism, anti-Semitism, and
racism. Gay artists, he argues, helped shape a lyrical, often nationalist version of American modernism that
served the nation's ambitions to create a cultural empire and win the Cold War. Their success made them
valuable to the country's cultural empire but also exposed them to rising antigay sentiment voiced even at the
highest levels of power (for example, by President Richard Nixon). Only late in the twentieth century, Sherry
concludes, did suspicion slowly give way to an uneasy accommodation of gay artists' place in American life.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Cockrell:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book Gay Artists in Modern American Culture:
An Imagined Conspiracy was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An
Imagined Conspiracy is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy. You
never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jeanie Hynes:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An
Imagined Conspiracy, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Kevin Porter:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal
with may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An
Imagined Conspiracy why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jose Said:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined
Conspiracy was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit
of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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