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Author Joni M. Hand sheds light on the reasons women of the Valois courts from the mid-fourteenth to the
mid-sixteenth century commissioned devotional manuscripts. Visually interpreting the non-text elements-
portraits, coats of arms, and marginalia-as well as the texts, Hand explores how the manuscripts were used to
express the women’s religious, political, and/or genealogical concerns. This study is arranged thematically
according to the method in which the owner is represented. Recognizing the considerable influence these
women had on the appearance of their books, Hand interrogates how the manuscripts became a means of
self-expression beyond the realm of devotional practice. She reveals how noblewomen used their private
devotional manuscripts as vehicles for self-definition, to reflect familial, political, and social concerns, and to
preserve the devotional and cultural traditions of their families. Drawing on documentation of women’s book
collections that has been buried within the inventories of their fathers, husbands, or sons, Hand explores how
these women contributed to the cultural and spiritual character of the courts, and played an integral role in
the formation and evolution of the royal libraries in Northern Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Stauffer:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Women, Manuscripts and Identity in Northern Europe, 1350-1550? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Harry Thomas:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Women, Manuscripts and Identity in Northern
Europe, 1350-1550 can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Carol Ton:

Beside this particular Women, Manuscripts and Identity in Northern Europe, 1350-1550 in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Women, Manuscripts and Identity in Northern Europe, 1350-1550 because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book along with read it from now!

Jerry Brower:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Women, Manuscripts and Identity in Northern Europe, 1350-1550.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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