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American art museums of the Gilded Age were established as civic institutions intended to provide civilizing
influences to an urban public, but the parochial worldview of their founders limited their democratic
potential. Instead, critics have derided nineteenth-century museums as temples of spiritual uplift far removed
from the daily experiences and concerns of common people. But in the early twentieth century, a new
generation of cultural leaders revolutionized ideas about art institutions by insisting that their collections and
galleries serve the general public.

Things American: Art Museums and Civic Culture in the Progressive Era tells the story of the civic
reformers and arts professionals who brought museums from the realm of exclusivity into the progressive
fold of libraries, schools, and settlement houses. Jeffrey Trask's history focuses on New York's Metropolitan
Museum of Art, which stood at the center of this movement to preserve artifacts from the American past for
social change and Americanization. Metropolitan trustee Robert de Forest and pioneering museum
professional Henry Watson Kent influenced a wide network of fellow reformers and cultural institutions.
Drawing on the teachings of John Dewey and close study of museum developments in Germany and Great
Britain, they expanded audiences, changed access policies, and broadened the scope of what museums
collect and display. They believed that tasteful urban and domestic environments contributed to good
citizenship and recognized the economic advantages of improving American industrial production through
design education. Trask follows the influence of these people and ideas through the 1920s and 1930s as the
Met opened its innovative American Wing while simultaneously promoting modern industrial art.

Things American is not only the first critical history of the Metropolitan Museum. The book also places
museums in the context of the cultural politics of the progressive movement—illustrating the limits of
progressive ideas of democratic reform as well as the boldness of vision about cultural capital promoted by
museums and other cultural institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Lee:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Things American: Art Museums and Civic Culture
in the Progressive Era (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) as the daily resource information.

Brandy Felts:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Things
American: Art Museums and Civic Culture in the Progressive Era (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern
America), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a guide.

Morgan Johnson:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Things American: Art Museums and
Civic Culture in the Progressive Era (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) can be the response,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Yong Dickerson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Things American: Art Museums and Civic Culture in
the Progressive Era (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) can give you a lot of friends because
by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Things American: Art Museums and Civic Culture in the
Progressive Era (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America).
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