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Joseph Pearce offers a fascinating and insightful course on The Lord of the Rings, which is the greatest and
most popular work of literature of the twentieth century. The course discusses the book's phenomenal
success and the life of its author, J. R. R. Tolkien, before embarking on a tour of the world and characters of
Middle-earth.

Despite the absence of any direct mention of Christ or the Catholic Church, Tolkien described his work as
"fundamentally religious and Catholic." He was able to infuse his fictional world with theological orthodoxy
through his creation myth and world order, by endowing his protagonists with Christian virtues, and by
incorporating themes of grace and mercy.

Tolkien's deep faith and creative philosophy emerges from the narrative as an unmistakable Catholic
presence. The very foundation of Tolkien's Middle-earth, from its creation by Eru Ilúvatar, the one God, to
angel-like Melkor s sinful rebellion, to the menacing presence of Sauron, the dark lord, supports Professor
Pearce's argument for the Catholicity of the work. You'll learn how the One Ring symbolizes Original Sin,
how the dates Tolkien chose for events in the story are theologically significant, how the Elvish waybread,
lembas, figures as the Eucharist, and how Frodo acts as a Christ-figure.

Tolkien also describes his work as an allegory of "power usurped for domination" - a theme which is all the
more important to examine in our modern world. Characters throughout The Lord of the Rings are tempted
by power and the urge to seize it and wield it for personal gain and unlawful control. Throughout the journey
of the Fellowship, various characters face the temptation of the One Ring - the wizard Gandalf, through
whom the Ring would wield a terrible power; human man Boromir, who would use it to save his people; elf
queen Galadriel, weary from fighting the "long defeat" against evil. Among the characters who do usurp
power for domination are Saruman, the white wizard who succumbs to evil, whose machinations at Isengard
only bring more evil into Middle-earth.

Over the eight lectures in the course, Professor Pearce highlights connections, allegories, and insights which
will expand your reading of The Lord of the Rings. It is said that art holds the mirror up to life. This is the
reason that art is "real" and fiction is "true". The Lord of the Rings enjoys such fame and popularity because
in a way, it shows us ourselves in the characters. Learn more and discover for yourself the truth written into
The Lord of the Rings with Professor Joseph Pearce.
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From reader reviews:

Nathanael Ma:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The Theological Vision in Tolkien's Fiction.

Linda Banks:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The Theological
Vision in Tolkien's Fiction this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why
this book appropriate all of you.

Edwin Bernal:

Beside this kind of The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The Theological Vision in
Tolkien's Fiction in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Hidden Meaning of The Lord
of the Rings - (Audio CD): The Theological Vision in Tolkien's Fiction because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it
from today!

Karin Decker:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
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the top list in your reading list is The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The
Theological Vision in Tolkien's Fiction. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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