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Do contemporary big-budget blockbuster films like Gravity move something in us that is fundamentally the
same as what avant-garde and experimental films have done for more than a century? In a powerful
challenge to mainstream film theory, Cinema’s Bodily Illusions demonstrates that this is the case. 

Scott C. Richmond bridges genres and periods by focusing, most palpably, on cinema’s power to evoke
illusions: feeling like you’re flying through space, experiencing 3D without glasses, or even hallucinating.
He argues that cinema is, first and foremost, a technology to modulate perception. He presents a theory of
cinema as a proprioceptive technology: cinema becomes art by modulating viewers’ embodied sense of
space. It works primarily not at the level of the intellect but at the level of the body. Richmond develops his
theory through examples of direct perceptual illusion in cinema: hallucinatory flicker phenomena in Tony
Conrad’s The Flicker, eerie depth effects in Marcel Duchamp’s Anémic Cinéma, the illusion of bodily
movement through onscreen space in Stanley Kubrick’s 2001, Godfrey Reggio’s Koyaanisqatsi, and Alfonso
Cuarón’s Gravity. In doing so he combines insights from Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology of
perception and James J. Gibson’s ecological approach to perception. The result is his distinctive ecological
phenomenology, which allows us to refocus on the cinema’s perceptual, rather than representational, power.

Arguing against modernist habits of mind in film theory and aesthetics, and the attendant proclamations of
cinema’s death or irrelevance, Richmond demonstrates that cinema’s proprioceptive aesthetics make it an
urgent site of contemporary inquiry. 
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Cox:

The book with title Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Michael Decker:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
study when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Judy Sigmund:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating was filled
about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that
you wanted.

Michael Espy:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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