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Official companion to the Ken Burns film premiering September 20, 2016, on PBS tells the little-
known story of the Sharps, an otherwise ordinary couple whose faith and commitment to social justice
inspired them to undertake dangerous rescue and relief missions across war-torn Europe, saving the
lives of countless refugees, political dissidents, and Jews on the eve of World War II.

In 1939, the Reverend Waitstill Sharp, a young Unitarian minister, and his wife, Martha, a social worker,
accepted a mission from the American Unitarian Association: they were to leave their home and young
children in Wellesley, Massachusetts, and travel to Prague, Czechoslovakia, to help address the mounting
refugee crisis. Seventeen ministers had been asked to undertake this mission and had declined; Rev. Sharp
was the first to accept the call for volunteers in Europe.

Armed with only $40,000, Waitstill and Martha quickly learned the art of spy craft and undertook dangerous
rescue and relief missions across war-torn Europe, saving refugees, political dissidents, and Jews on the eve
of World War II. After narrowly avoiding the Gestapo themselves, the Sharps returned to Europe in 1940 as
representatives of the newly formed Unitarian Service Committee and continued their relief efforts in Vichy
France.

A fascinating portrait of resistance as told through the story of one courageous couple, Defying the Nazis
offers a rare glimpse at high-stakes international relief efforts during WWII and tells the remarkable true
story of a couple whose faith and commitment to social justice inspired them to risk their lives to save
countless others.

A companion documentary film was directed by Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky.
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From reader reviews:

Clyde Welch:

In other case, little persons like to read book Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Defying the Nazis:
The Sharps' War. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
could open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Steven Purdy:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Deborah Lacey:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Defying the Nazis: The
Sharps' War is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Pearl Minjares:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Defying the
Nazis: The Sharps' War.
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