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The extraordinary success of The Da Vinci Code has dramatically intensified interest in the mysterious
origins of Christianity. But in fact there has always been huge curiosity about a wide range of contentious
issues concerning Jesus and early Church history. Who was the 'real' Jesus? How much do we really know
about his disciples? What is written in the 'secret' early Christian writings, such as the Gnostic Gospels? How
did the Church Fathers decide which beliefs were heretical and which weren't? Who were the first Popes and
how did they take control of the early Church? Decoding Early Christianity addresses all such questions,
separating truth from legend, and showing how the early Church Fathers and Popes interpreted competing
views and traditions to produce, over time, an approved and codified view of Jesus and his followers, and
developed an accepted liturgy with which to worship him. Expertly written by a team of highly distinguished
authors, it is a clear and engaging exploration of fact and fiction for anyone who wants to be reliably
informed on the subject. The authors show how speculative fancies arise from a mixture of tenuous evidence
and wishful thinking, and bring the issues back to the solid - but no less extraordinary - evidence in the main
canon of the Gospels and the Acts.

After Leslie Houlden's Introduction, which briefly explores the nature and context of the different issues,
nine chapters, each written by an expert, tackle the evidence: 'What Did Jesus Do and Teach?' (Leslie
Houlden), 'Who Were the Disciples?' (Stephen Need), 'Who Were the First Popes?' (Graham Gould), 'What
is the Apocryphal New Testament?' (Stuart Hall), 'What was Gnosticism?' (Stuart Hall), 'What Was the
Qumran Sect and Did Jesus Share their Beliefs?' (Stephen Need), 'How Did the Early Christians Worship?'
(Graham Gould), 'Who Were the Heretics and What Did they Believe?' (Lionel Wickham) and 'What Did
Constantine Do for Christianity?' (Graham Gould).
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From reader reviews:

Nick Zapata:

The knowledge that you get from Decoding Early Christianity: Truth and Legend in the Early Church is the
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Decoding Early Christianity: Truth and Legend
in the Early Church giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
Decoding Early Christianity: Truth and Legend in the Early Church instantly.

Joseph Curtis:

The book Decoding Early Christianity: Truth and Legend in the Early Church has a lot associated with on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this book.

Helen Rios:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Decoding Early Christianity: Truth and Legend in the Early Church provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.

Allen Barnett:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Decoding Early Christianity: Truth and Legend in the Early
Church was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Decoding Early Christianity:
Truth and Legend in the Early Church has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading this.
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