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We all know the story of Thanksgiving. Or do we? This uniquely American holiday has a rich and little
known history beyond the famous feast of 1621.

In Thanksgiving, award-winning author Melanie Kirkpatrick journeys through four centuries of history,
giving us a vivid portrait of our nation's best-loved holiday. Drawing on newspaper accounts, private
correspondence, historical documents, and cookbooks, Thanksgiving brings to life the full history of the
holiday and what it has meant to generations of Americans.

Many famous figures walk these pages—Washington, who proclaimed our first Thanksgiving as a nation
amid controversy about his Constitutional power to do so; Lincoln, who wanted to heal a divided nation sick
of war when he called for all Americans—North and South—to mark a Thanksgiving Day; FDR, who set off
a debate on state's rights when he changed the traditional date of Thanksgiving.

Ordinary Americans also play key roles in the Thanksgiving story—the New England Indians who boycott
Thanksgiving as a Day of Mourning; Sarah Josepha Hale, the nineteenth-century editor and feminist who
successfully campaigned for Thanksgiving to be a national holiday; the 92nd Street Y in New York City,
which founded Giving Tuesday, an online charity established in the long tradition of Thanksgiving
generosity. Kirkpatrick also examines the history of Thanksgiving football and, of course, Thanksgiving
dinner.

While the rites and rituals of the holiday have evolved over the centuries, its essence remains the same:
family and friends feasting together in a spirit of gratitude to God, neighborliness, and hospitality.
Thanksgiving is Americans' oldest tradition. Kirkpatrick's enlightening exploration offers a fascinating look
at the meaning of the holiday that we gather together to celebrate on the fourth Thursday of November.

With Readings for Thanksgiving Day designed to be read aloud around the table.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Segal:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the
Heart of the American Experience is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Richard Capps:

This book untitled Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of the American Experience to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Arthur Coe:

The actual book Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of the American Experience will bring someone to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of
the American Experience is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Megan Urick:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of the American Experience
it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high
quality.
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