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Coup d’État astonished readers when it first appeared in 1968 because it showed, step by step, how
governments could be overthrown. Translated into sixteen languages, it has inspired anti-coup precautions by
regimes around the world. In addition to these detailed instructions, Edward Luttwak’s revised handbook
offers an altogether new way of looking at political power?one that considers, for example, the vulnerability
to coups of even the most stable democracies in the event of prolonged economic distress.

The world has changed dramatically in the past half century, but not the essence of the coup d’état. It still
requires the secret recruitment of military officers who command the loyalty of units well placed to seize
important headquarters and key hubs in the capital city. The support of the armed forces as a whole is needed
only in the aftermath, to avoid countercoups. And mass support is largely irrelevant, although passive
acceptance is essential. To ensure it, violence must be kept to a minimum. The ideal coup is swift and
bloodless. Very violent coups rarely succeed, and if they trigger a bloody civil war they fail utterly.

Luttwak identifies conditions that make countries vulnerable to a coup, and he outlines the necessary stages
of planning, from recruitment of coconspirators to postcoup promises of progress and stability. But much
more broadly, his investigation of coups?updated for the twenty-first century?uncovers important truths
about the nature of political power.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Poston:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the guide untitled Coup d'État: A Practical Handbook, Revised Edition can be excellent
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Randall James:

This Coup d'État: A Practical Handbook, Revised Edition is great guide for you because the content that is
full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Coup
d'État: A Practical Handbook, Revised Edition in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Jennifer Wetzel:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Coup d'État: A Practical Handbook, Revised Edition offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Kimberly Hutton:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Coup d'État: A Practical Handbook, Revised
Edition can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Coup
d'État: A Practical Handbook, Revised Edition.
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