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The definitive behind-the-scenes history of one of Hollywood’s most closely guarded cinematic secrets
finally revealed—painted backdrops and the scenic artists who brought them to the big screen.

In almost every feature film of Hollywood’s golden age, from The Wizard of Oz to North by Northwest to
Cleopatra to The Sound of Music, painted backings have convinced moviegoers that what they are
seeing—whether the fantastic roads of Oz, the presidents of Mount Rushmore, or ancient Egyptian
kingdoms—is absolutely real. These backings are at once intended to transport the audience and yet remain
unseen for what they really are. The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop reveals the hidden world and creators of
these masterpieces, long-guarded as a special effects secret by the major studios such as MGM, Warner
Brothers, Universal, Columbia, 20th Century Fox, and Paramount.

Despite the continued use of hand-painted backings in today’s films, including the big-budget Interstellar
and Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events among many others, digital technology is beginning to
supplant the art form. In an effort to preserve the irreplaceable knowledge of scenic masters, Karen Maness
and Richard Isackes, in collaboration with the Art Directors Guild, have compiled a definitive history of the
craft, complete with interviews of the surviving artists. This is a rich undiscovered history—a history replete
with competing art departments, dynastic scenic families, and origins stretching back to the films of Méliès,
Edison, Sennett, Chaplin, and Fairbanks.

Filled cover to cover with over 300 images,The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop is beautifully packaged as a
hardcover book with slipcase.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Barton:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Art of the
Hollywood Backdrop. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Elaine Roberts:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop.

Pete Plaisance:

Beside this specific The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Art of the Hollywood Backdrop because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at
times have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from currently!

Thelma Cobb:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop can make you sense more interested to read.
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