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The Bieler family's vast collection of wartime letters and photographs tell intimate, firsthand stories of five
young brothers and their parents. In Onward, Dear Boys, Philippe Bieler skilfully weaves together his own
voice with those of his grandparents, his father, and his uncles into a story of war, immigration, and family
life. Settling in the province of Quebec, then divided into French-speaking Catholics and English-speaking
Anglicans, was a struggle for these devout, francophone Calvinists, but with the unexpected declaration of
war in 1914 came an even greater challenge. In 1915 three of the five Bieler boys volunteered with the
Princess Patricia Regiment, and in 1916 the fourth son followed. The eldest, Jean, became an assistant to
Colonel Birkett, commander of the McGill-financed Canadian Hospital in Boulogne, and the second-eldest,
Etienne, was promoted to lieutenant of an artillery brigade. The other two were privates who fought in battles
including Sanctuary Wood, the Somme, Vimy, and Passchendaele, and in 1917, the fourth son, Philippe,
died at the front. Upon their return to civilian life, the surviving brothers became leaders in government,
science, and the arts : the eldest as Deputy Finance Director of the League of Nations, the second as a
colleague of Sir Ernest Rutherford in the research of the atom, and the third as President of the Federation of
Canadian Artists. The youngest, Jacques, who was too young to go to war, was an instigator of the CCF
party, a precursor to the NDP. Enlivened by a wealth of family archival material, Onward, Dear Boys is a
poignant story of the experiences of war and its impact on a family of new Canadians during the first decades
of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Elijah McWhorter:

Here thing why this particular Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the Great War are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the Great War giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the Great War. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Onward, Dear Boys: A
Family Memoir of the Great War in e-book can be your alternate.

Etsuko Siler:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the
Great War can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Neil Espinoza:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir
of the Great War reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of
the Great War as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can
break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Patricia Ramirez:

This Onward, Dear Boys: A Family Memoir of the Great War is new way for you who has interest to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Onward, Dear Boys: A Family
Memoir of the Great War can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel



drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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