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In medieval Europe, the much larger Christian population regarded Jews as their inferiors, but how did both
Christians and Jews feel about those who were marginalized within the Ashkenazi Jewish community? In On
the Margins of a Minority: Leprosy, Madness, and Disability among the Jews of Medieval Europe, author
Ephraim Shoham-Steiner explores the life and plight of three of these groups. Shoham-Steiner draws on a
wide variety of late-tenth- to fifteenth-century material from both internal (Jewish) as well as external (non-
Jewish) sources to reconstruct social attitudes toward these "others," including lepers, madmen, and the
physically impaired. Shoham-Steiner considers how the outsiders were treated by their respective
communities, while also maintaining a delicate balance with the surrounding non-Jewish community.

On the Margins of a Minority is structured in three pairs of chapters addressing each of these three marginal
groups. The first pair deals with the moral attitude toward leprosy and its sufferers; the second with the
manifestations of madness and its causes as seen by medieval men and women, and the effect these signs had
on the treatment of the insane; the third with impaired and disabled individuals, including those with limited
mobility, manual dysfunction, deafness, and blindness. Shoham-Steiner also addresses questions of the
religious meaning of impairment in light of religious conceptions of the ideal body. He concludes with a
bibliography of sources and studies that informed the research, including useful midrashic, exegetical,
homiletic, ethical, and guidance literature, and texts from responsa and halakhic rulings.

Understanding and exploring attitudes toward groups and individuals considered "other" by mainstream
society provides us with information about marginalized groups, as well as the inner social mechanisms at
work in a larger society. On the Margins of a Minority will appeal to scholars of Jewish medieval history as
well as readers interested in the growing field of disability studies.
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From reader reviews:

James Connell:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide On the Margins of a
Minority: Leprosy, Madness, and Disability among the Jews of Medieval Europe will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Cynthia Miller:

The book untitled On the Margins of a Minority: Leprosy, Madness, and Disability among the Jews of
Medieval Europe contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Jodie Jennings:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This On the Margins of a Minority: Leprosy,
Madness, and Disability among the Jews of Medieval Europe can be the solution, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Steven Craig:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named
of book On the Margins of a Minority: Leprosy, Madness, and Disability among the Jews of Medieval
Europe. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring
you from one spot to other place.
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