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How often have you sat looking at a historical register or in front of a computer screen expecting to see your
ancestor’s surname only to discover that it’s not there? You check every spelling you can think of without
success then give up the search unaware that the entry is there but that you lack enough knowledge about
English letters and sounds to find it. Help! Why can’t I find my ancestor’s surname? is the solution to your
problem. It describes the distortions that can occur between the time your ancestor thinks about saying his or
her surname to the time you search for the surname in an online index. It explains that these distortions are
rarely random and displays sound charts and surnames tables showing how and why the distortions occur. It
includes lists of spellings for every letter and sound—as many as two dozen for a single vowel sound in
some instances. And it provides guidelines you can follow to help find those elusive surnames. This book is
a gateway to a new world. Once you have read it, you will think about surnames in a completely different
way. No longer will you be flailing in the dark, making stabs at spelling possibilities. When you follow its
instructions, you will find that some of those previously abandoned surname searches are now successful.
Carol Baxter, the History Detective, is a Fellow of the Society of Australian Genealogists and an adjunct
lecturer at the University of New England. She is the internationally-acclaimed, award-winning author of
five historical ‘true-crime thrillers’: An Irresistible Temptation, Breaking the Bank, Captain Thunderbolt and
his Lady, The Peculiar Case of the Electric Constable and Black Widow. She is also the editor of many
publications dealing with Australian colonial records and the author of another two genealogical ‘how to’
books: Writing Interesting Family Histories and Help! Historical and Genealogical Truth: How do I separate
fact from fiction? More ‘how to’ books are in the pipeline.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campbell:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually Help! Why can't I find my ancestor's surname?.

Leigh Weimer:

Help! Why can't I find my ancestor's surname? can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Help! Why can't I
find my ancestor's surname? but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Holly Walker:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Help! Why can't I find my ancestor's
surname? is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Lindsay Washington:

Beside this particular Help! Why can't I find my ancestor's surname? in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Help! Why can't I find my ancestor's surname? because this book offers
to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
read it from at this point!
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